[bookmark: _Toc220928427]Northern Cardinals: A Closer Look
Tip: This title should be styled as Heading 1 using Word’s Styles panel. Headings create a logical reading order for screen readers and improve navigation for all users. It begins the document outline.
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Tip: Table of Contents: For documents longer than 20 pages, include a table of contents created using Word’s built-in tools so links are generated from the heading structure.
[bookmark: _Toc220928428]Introduction to Cardinals
Tip: This section title should be styled as Heading 2. Headings should progress in order and never skip levels.
The Northern Cardinal is a familiar songbird found throughout much of North America. Cardinals are known for their bright red plumage, distinctive crest, and clear whistling calls. They are often seen in backyards, woodlands, and parks.
Tip: Keep paragraphs short and focused to improve readability.
Tip: Avoid placing important information only in the Header or Footer unless it is also repeated in the document body. Headers and footers are not presented to users of assistive technologies.

[bookmark: _Toc220928429]Cardinal Appearance
Tip: This section title should be styled as Heading 2.
[image: Coop the Cardinal mascot posing on a basketball court.]
Tip: Add alt text to the image. Example: “Coop the Cardinal mascot posing on a basketball court.”
[bookmark: _Toc220928430]Male Cardinals
Tip: This subsection should be styled as Heading 3.
· Bright red. 
· Black mask around the beak. 
· Their coloration helps them stand out.
Tip: Use Word’s built-in list formatting rather than typing hyphens. Lists are easier for assistive technology to interpret.  When possible, break content into lists.
[bookmark: _Toc220928431]Female Cardinals
Tip: This subsection should be styled as Heading 3.
· Light brown. 
· Red accents on the wings, tail, and crest. 
· Their coloring provides camouflage while nesting.
Tip: Lists help users quickly scan information and reduce cognitive load.
[bookmark: _Toc220928432]Learn More About Cardinals
Tip: Links should be descriptive, so users know what to expect. Avoid using vague link text like “click here.”
· Learn about cardinal behavior and range
· Read about attracting cardinals to your backyard
	Location
	Estimated Number of Cardinals

	Eastern United States
	120 million

	Midwest United States
	45 million

	Southern Canada
	5 million


Tip: Add both a title and a description. The title is announced first, allowing users to decide whether to continue through the table. Keep tables simple. Avoid merged cells, split cells, or nested tables. Set table width using percentages rather than fixed measurements.


[bookmark: _Toc220928433]Summary of Accessibility Improvements Made to this Document
We made the following updates to this document which increased it’s accessibility.
· Proper heading structure
· Descriptive alt text for images
· Clear, simple language
· Lists for grouped information
· Descriptive links
[bookmark: _Toc220928434]How To Add Alt Text
1. Right click image
2. Select View Alt Text…
3. Enter alt text in the right-panel field, or mark the image as decorative. 
[image: ]
When writing Alt Text ask yourself:
· Would this make sense if I couldn’t see the image?
· Is it short but complete?
· Does it add value instead of repeating nearby text?
· If the answer is yes to all three, you’re in good shape.
[bookmark: _Toc220928435]Color Recommendations:
SVSU Blue - 002B4E
SVSU Red - CD001A
[bookmark: _Toc220928436]View Accessible Version (Without Tips)
The instructional tips above make it difficult to see the final document. Continue to the next page to view the same content with accessibility applied, but without the instructional notes.



[bookmark: _Toc220928231][bookmark: _Toc220928437]Northern Cardinals: A Closer Look
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[bookmark: _Toc220928232][bookmark: _Toc220928438]Introduction to Cardinals
The Northern Cardinal is a familiar songbird found throughout much of North America. Cardinals are known for their bright red plumage, distinctive crest, and clear whistling calls. They are often seen in backyards, woodlands, and parks.
[bookmark: _Toc220928233][bookmark: _Toc220928439]Cardinal Appearance
[image: Coop the Cardinal mascot posing on a basketball court.]
[bookmark: _Toc220928234][bookmark: _Toc220928440]Male Cardinals
· Bright red. 
· Black mask around the beak. 
· Their coloration helps them stand out.
[bookmark: _Toc220928235][bookmark: _Toc220928441]Female Cardinals
· Light brown. 
· Red accents on the wings, tail, and crest. 
· Their coloring provides camouflage while nesting.
[bookmark: _Toc220928236][bookmark: _Toc220928442]Learn More About Cardinals
· Learn about cardinal behavior and range
· Read about attracting cardinals to your backyard
	Location
	Estimated Number of Cardinals

	Eastern United States
	120 million

	Midwest United States
	45 million

	Southern Canada
	5 million
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